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Abstract—The latest evolution of wireless communications enables users to access rich Virtual Reality (VR) services via the Internet,
including while on the move. However, providing a premium immersive experience for the massive number of concurrent users with
various device configurations is a significant challenge due to the ultra-high data rate and ultra-low delay requirements of VR livecast
services. This paper introduces an innovative multi-user cost-efficient crowd-assisted delivery and computing (MEC-DC) framework,
which leverages mobile edge computing and end-user resources to support high performance VR content delivery over 5G-and-beyond
heterogeneous networks (5G-HetNets). The proposed MEC-DC framework is based on three main solutions. First is a novel buffer-
nadir-based multicast (BNM) mechanism for VR transmissions over 5G-HetNets. BNM ensures smooth and synchronized user viewing
experiences by maximizing the average playback buffer-nadir of all participants with stochastic optimization. Second and third are
practical distributed algorithms: the cost-efficient multicast-aware transcoding offloading (MATO) and crowd-assisted delivery algorithm
(CAD) which optimize jointly multicast delivery and video transcoding. The algorithms’ optimality and complexity were investigated. The
proposed MATO-CAD solution was evaluated with real datasets, trace-driven numerical simulations, and prototype-based experiments.
The trace-driven experimental results showed how the proposed solution provides 18% throughput improvement, the lowest delay, and
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the best playback freeze ratio in comparison with three other state-of-the-art solutions.

Index Terms—Virtual reality, 5G-and-beyond heterogeneous network, content delivery, multicast, video transcoding

1 INTRODUCTION

HE latest innovations in mobile communication tech-
Tnologies, including the advancements related to the
fifth-generation (5G)-and-beyond networks provide support
for ultra-high data rate, ultra-low latency, ubiquitous access,
and highly mobile computing [1, 2]. These offer a solid
foundation for advanced live streaming services such as
panoramic video and virtual reality (VR) [3-6]. Recently,
Facebook, one of the world’s largest social network technol-
ogy companies, changed its name to Meta' (i.e., metaverse)
to describe the vision of future human work and life with
VR services. This move gave a further boost to the world-
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wide VR market, which is expected to reach $454.73 billion
by 2030 according to recent market research’. However,
it is foreseeable that millions of concurrent accesses by
global users with different device configurations make it
significantly challenging to provide high-quality immersive
VR services, especially in a wireless environment, despite
the latest 5G support [7, 8]. On one hand, according to a
Huawei Cloud VR white paper®, providing an ideal strong-
interaction VR experience for a single user requires ultra-
high data rate (i.e., 1GMbps bandwidth) and ultra-low delay
(i-e., less than 8ms latency). On the other hand, in order to
target high quality of experience (QoE), service providers
need to adapt the VR content delivery to various devices
and network configurations. The latest solutions employ
online transcoding for live VR services by dividing the
video into tiles, encoding the tiles into multiple resolutions,
and selecting the ones appropriate for the user’s viewing
environment [9-13]. Since each user has a personalized
region of interest, the multi-resolution tiles are stitched, and
a specific panoramic video is formed (sometimes with a
high-resolution viewport and a low-resolution background)
for individualized services. As a consequence, VR livecast
services are associated with very demanding real-time com-
puting capabilities and have large bandwidth needs [12, 13].

Cloud computing has become a natural choice to meet
the computation-intensive requirements of online transcod-

2. https:/ /www.alliedmarketresearch.com/augmented-and-virtual-
reality-market

3. https:/ /www.huawei.com/minisite/pdf/ilab/cloud_vr_network
_solution_white_paper_en.pdf
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ing of live VR [14-18]. For example, Chen et al. in [14]
focused on computing resource management in wireless
networks and proposed a novel Cloud-enabled resource
allocation framework to enhance user immersive experi-
ence. However, due to the geographically remote distance
between Cloud and user, VR services are prone to high
transmission delays and congestion in the resource-limited
mobile network [7-10]. In this context, offloading the in-
tensive tasks to the edge has attracted extensive attention in
recent years as a promising technique to overcome the above
challenges [4, 5, 7-10, 19-28]. Fig. 1 shows a typical situation
involving an edge-assisted VR livecast system over a 5G
HetNet. Dai et al. in [19] proposed a viewport-based VR
caching system over Cloud Radio Access Network (C-RAN)
to facilitate the view synthesis and content allocation using
mobile edge computing (MEC) and hierarchical caching
technologies. Additionally, many other edge-assisted so-
lutions have been proposed to improve the efficiency of
computing resource allocation, including some which em-
ploy deep reinforcement learning [21], distributed content
rendering [22], and scalable multi-layer VR video tiling [24].

Once the VR video content is prepared, it needs to be
delivered efficiently to users, as wireless networks’ band-
width resources are limited. Due to the broadcast nature
of both live streaming concept and wireless network func-
tionality, multicast is a promising transmission technology
that can utilize the available bandwidth resources efficiently
by aggregating viewers’ requests for the same content and
servicing them in a single session. Reusing content for multi-
ple users with overlapping FoVs when employing multicast
delivery is another critical issue considered in the research
literature [11, 29-34]. For example, Perfecto et al. in [11]
proposed an online deep learning-based multicast solution
for rate-adaptive streaming by leveraging deep recurrent
neural networks. To improve resource efficiency, Dang et al.
in [30] and Sun et al. in [31] considered jointly communica-
tions, caching, and computing resource allocation to reduce
the system cost and improve service quality. These studies
also modeled this joint optimization problem and revealed
communications-caching-computing trade-offs.

In our previous works [33, 34], an augmented queue-
based structure [33] was built over a Cloud-Edge-Crowd
integrated infrastructure to jointly optimize data transmis-
sion and online transcoding for livecast services. Then, an
augmented graph model [34] was employed to transform
the joint allocation optimization of computing resources
and transmission resources into a generalized network rout-
ing problem. We have designed a distributed actor-critic
algorithm to solve the above problem by finding a low-
latency, high-efficient transcode delivery path for each user.
However, most of the research has focused on alleviating
the system overhead and reducing the transmission latency
and has ignored the immersive experience performance for
multiple users. High-quality user experience also requires
minimizing the time-shift between multiple users to ensure
an immersive viewing experience for every user in the
virtual world. Specifically, providing premium immersive
experiences for geo-distributed users with different devices
and network configurations over resource-limited heteroge-
neous networks is significant, although very challenging.

For clarity, the following are this work’s main challenges:
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Fig. 1. lllustration of an edge-assisted livecast VR system in a 5G HetNet
including 1) a remote server that provides varieties of VR content, such
as VR cloud games; 2) users divided into multiple multicast clusters
based on the accessed content 3) a 5G HetNet includes one macro
BS and a series of small BSs with edge servers. 4) device-to-device
communication support, which enables users to share content directly.

1) The delivery system needs to adjust frequently the deliv-
ery and processing task allocation between different base
stations (BSs) and user devices to provide cost-efficient
VR live streaming while adapting to configurations of
user devices and network conditions.

2) Ultra-dense 5G HetNets with device-to-device communi-
cation support provide multiple alternative access points
for users, creating opportunities for users to retrieve
content via multiple transmission paths. However, this
complicates the process of problem-solving and makes
optimal resources control more difficult.

3) Since the system needs to transcode and deliver the VR
video content to a large number of users, designing a
joint optimization solution that efficiently utilizes the
distributed computing resources while providing high-
quality VR services is non-trivial.

4) The time-shift issue makes providing an immersive VR
experience for multiple participants significantly even
more challenging as users have both different configu-
rations of networks and devices and various latencies.

Motivated by these challenges, an innovative Multi-user
Cost-efficient Crowd-assisted Delivery and Computing
(MEC-DC) framework is introduced by leveraging mobile
edge computing to support achieving VR video processing
flexibility and content delivery efficiency. The framework is
based on a novel solution that consists of three main inno-
vations. First, a novel Buffer-nadir-based Multicast (BNM)
mechanism for multicast scheduling in 5G HetNets is pro-
posed. BNM is based on a new concept denoted buffer-nadir
and employs the age of information (Aol) idea introduced by
Modiano et al. [35-37]. Aol quantifies the freshness of the
receiver’s knowledge about the sender. By jointly consid-
ering each user’s playback and buffer level, the multicast
scheduling is modeled as a stochastic process of the buffer
charging problem. Second, an approach for Cost-efficient
Multicast-aware Transcoding Offloading (MATO), which
adjusts the transcoding task allocation among edge servers
based on a multicast decision is introduced. MATO con-
siders the broadcast nature of live streaming services and
employs computing resources provided by edge servers in
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5G-HetNets to facilitate VR video transcoding. Third, a prac-
tical online Crowd-assisted Delivery algorithm (CAD) was
described to facilitate VR video delivery by using device-to-
device (D2D) communications.

The contributions of this paper are as follows:

1) We propose the MEC-DC framework and provide a novel
buffer evolution model that introduces a new concept of
buffer-nadir to address the time-shift issue and capture the
quality of multi-users immersive experience.

2) To support an immersive experience, we formalize the
multicast problem over 5G-HetNets as a stochastic buffer
charging problem which maximizes the average buffer
level for all viewers fairly.

3) We present an approximately optimal solution of multi-
cast and task offloading. We describe the two distributed
algorithms MATO and CAD, which support cost-efficient
and high-quality VR livecast services.

4) We prove that our MATO-CAD solution finds a nearly
optimum, up to an additive factor (half the number of
user clusters) away from the optimal buffer size. To the
best of our knowledge, this paper opens new avenues
for improved quality live VR services by performing
innovative joint computing and transmission resource
allocation in 5G-HetNets.

5) We evaluate the MATO-CAD solution in terms of the-
oretical performance and conduct several trace-driven
simulations. We compare MATO-CAD with three state-
of-the-art methods [7, 31, 38]. Results show that our
method outperforms the others in terms of throughput,
latency, resource cost, and quality of experience (QoE).

This paper is organized as follows. Section II discusses
related works. Section III introduces the system model.
Section IV formalizes the problem and section V designs two
practical algorithms. Section VI includes simulation results
and section VII draws conclusions and future work.

2 BACKGROUND

Many mobile computing solutions have already been pro-
posed for live VR. However, very few studies consider joint
multicast and transcoding optimization for content delivery
over 5G HetNets based on device-to-device communica-
tions. This research faces complex challenges when trying
to provide a high-quality immersive VR experience while
saving system resources. To the best of our knowledge, this
paper presents the first attempt to employ Aol technology
assisting joint computing and transmission resource alloca-
tion over 5G HetNets. Next, several works related to mobile
edge computing and multicast for live VR are discussed.

2.1 Live VR Streaming With Mobile Edge Computing

Live VR video transcoding solutions mainly fall into two
categories: centralized cloud approaches [14-18] and dis-
tributed computing solutions [4, 5,7, 8, 10, 19-28]. In central-
ized solutions, VR video processing is mainly performed on
dedicated cloud servers, which can provide stable comput-
ing resources. For example, Simiscuka et al. [15] considered
a novel social VR-IoT scene and proposed a cloud-based
solution to provide computing resources for multiple geo-
distributed users. However, the proposed method finds
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approximate solutions, leading to a degradation in user
experience quality. To provide a highly immersive experi-
ence for users, the authors of [16] proposed a cloud-based
iterative semi-Lagrangian method to simulate the interac-
tion in a VR scene. Besides, since the viewer location is
dispersed and dynamic, providing high-quality VR services
is also significantly challenging. Yang et al. [17] explored a
joint multicast and unicast solution in heterogeneous cloud
radio access networks (H-CRAN). The authors formulated
the rate-allocation problem as a mixed-integer nonlinear
optimization and proposed two approximate solutions to
solve it. By applying a greedy and approximate solution, the
proposed approach achieves a near-optimal performance
with low time complexity. Yang et al. [18] focused on the bot-
tleneck of VR performance and have tried to reduce the re-
source overhead of VR games on client devices. The authors
have also improved an open-source testbed, called Air Light
Virtual Reality (ALVR), for cloud-based VR gaming and
have measured the performance of real players under dif-
ferent network conditions. Since the cloud is geographically
remote from the viewers, live VR services are delay-sensitive
and vulnerable to high delivering latency. Edge computing,
located closer to the user, is an approach proposed by many
researchers for live VR video processing [4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 19—
28]. For instance, Guo et al. [4] proposed an adaptive VR
framework for efficient real-time VR video rendering by
offloading the processing tasks to mobile edge computing
servers. This solution utilized collaboratively MEC servers
and mobile devices to render the foreground and back-
ground of VR video for the viewers. The authors of [7]
presented a novel online Nash reinforcement learning-based
solution to achieve a good trade-off between bandwidth-
related performance and resource utilization in 5G HetNet
environments with D2D communications, resulting in a 50%
performance improvement under a moderate resource cost.
L. Liu et al. in [25] considered the convergence of communi-
cation and computing and proposed a new fog computing-
enabled mobile network framework that supports various
wireless multimedia services. The authors of [26] introduced
an edge-based solution to enhance multimedia services by
integrating data processing and distribution into the net-
work functionality. In addition, Argyriou et al. [10] provided
anovel MEC-assisted transcoding framework for improving
cost efficiency by smart allocation of viewpoint rendering to
mobile edge computing services. The authors formulated
the resource allocation problem as a multi-objective combi-
natorial optimization problem with delay constraints to pro-
vide ultra-high resolution and ultra-low latency VR services.
They also proposed a transmission optimization algorithm
to maximize user QoE and minimize system overhead.
Additionally, the authors of [27, 28] proposed using edge
caching and field-programmable gate array (FPGA) as edge
computing devices to facilitate efficient video processing
and achieve rapid response, while also enabling energy
consumption reduction.

Since VR video processing requires personalized VR
video preparation for each client, data delivery is a critical
issue for supporting high-quality VR live services. Multicast
is a popular transmission technique for live video streaming
in 5G-HetNets [9, 11, 39], but it is challenging to be used to
deliver personalized content. Next, some existing multicast
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Fig. 2. Analysis of viewer behavior in VR service
VR delivery solutions are discussed.

2.2 VR Multicast over 5G-HetNets

As wireless networks employ broadcast communications at
their core, multicast technology for VR streaming in 5G-
HetNets is increasingly being studied [9, 11, 29-31, 39—-41].
For example, Guo et al. [39] investigated tiled VR video mul-
ticast from one base station to multiple clients. To minimize
the transmission cost while maximizing QoE, the authors
formulated a joint optimization as a non-convex problem.
Moreover, they designed a greedy-based algorithm that
can obtain a near-optimal solution. Guo et al. [41] further
transform the joint optimization problem into an equivalent
convex problem and design two optimal closed-form solu-
tions to consider viewing behavior and dynamic network
conditions. These solutions offer a new avenue for problem
optimization by exploring the original problem structural
properties. Long et al. [9] considered multi-quality tiled VR
video streaming in 5G-HetNets and introduced two new
types of multicast solutions named smoothness-enabled
multicast and transcoding-enabled multicast. In their work,
the authors also presented a novel mathematical model
to determine the effect of multicast on transmission and
transcoding cost consumption. To alleviate the traffic load of
wireless networks, the authors of [11] proposed a dynamic
adaptive streaming solution over HTTP (DASH) based tiled
multicast solution with a weighted tile approach and a rate
adaptation algorithm. The results presented showed that the
solution effectively reduces bandwidth consumption and
improves QoE compared to traditional multicast solutions.
Bao et al. [42] presented a motion-prediction-based multicast
for concurrent viewers servicing to optimize the wireless
bandwidth utilization and achieve efficient transmission of
live 360-degree video content. The authors collected viewing
traces of more than 150 users, which revealed a similarity of
user viewing motion patterns, and proposed a trace-driven
multicast strategy to lower bandwidth consumption.
Multicast is a promising avenue for live VR video ser-
vices in 5G-HetNets. To prove this point, we have analyzed
user viewing overlap for three types of videos from the
dataset [43]. As omnidirectional videos have an obvious
hotspot for most viewers, multicast is indeed an effective
solution for live VR transmissions. However, most of the
current live VR solutions [4, 5, 7-11, 14-31, 39—42] ignore the
asynchronism of geo-distributed users in content delivery.
We collected the geo-distributed broadcaster-to-viewers delay
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and viewer variation with a web crawler®. Further, we ana-
lyzed 48 different users’ viewpoint overlap/locations based
on the public dataset [43]. Fig. 2 (a) illustrates the viewpoint
overlap for different frames. Fig. 2 (b) gives the stream
latency variation for different devices. We note that the
delay of geo-distributed viewers across the globe (i.e. Los
Angeles, Waterloo, Hong Kong, Singapore, Tokyo) equipped
with different devices (tethered and wireless) varies a lot.
This phenomenon proved the time-shift phenomenon and
revealed that the immersive performance of current live
streaming platforms is not good. We also found that the
number of users is often very dynamic on live platforms.
Fig. 2 (c) shows the concurrent audience variation on a fa-
mous professional match from Tencent League of Legends.
Nam et al.’s research results show that rebuffering events
are much more noticed and annoy viewers more than the
start-up latency and bitrate changes in the context of live
streaming services [44]. Another study of Rainer et al.[45]
noted that buffer-based adaptation logic performed better
in terms of average bitrate than the rate-based adaptation
results. Hence, we propose a buffer-based multicast solution
to capture the time-shift of different users and provide a
high-quality immersive viewing experience by balancing
and maximizing the buffer level of each user.

Compared with existing solutions, our work has several
significant differences and advantages. First, we build a
novel buffer evolution model by quantifying the impacts of
data transmission and user playback behavior on the change
of user buffer size in discrete time. Secondly, we formulate
the multicast data schedule problem as a buffer-nadir max-
imization problem which considers the balance of buffer
sizes between different users to achieve the fairness of video
buffering and further solve the time shift problem. Further,
we consider the joint optimization of delivery and transcod-
ing and formulate it as a stochastic problem to alleviate
resource consumption. Finally, we propose two approximate
optimum algorithms called MATO and CAD, with only a
constant additional factor, which achieve throughput im-
provement, delay reduction, and resource-saving.

3 MEC-DC FRAMEWORK AND SYSTEM MODEL

This section shows the Multi-user cost-Efficient Crowd-
assisted Delivery and Computing (MEC-DC) framework
and system model in 5G HetNets. Note we use lowercase

4. Python-built Crawler for Twitch:

https:/ /github.com/uglyghost/simple_crawler_for_twitch
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TABLE 1
Mathematical Notations
Symbol Description
B A live VR content provider
V A set of viewer clusters
S0,Ss A macro-based station (BS) and a set of small BSs
bo, Bs Backhaul capacities of macro BS and small BSs
S A set of all base stations including MBS and SBSs
V,v; Live VR content library and specific content ¢
M,F The number of tiles and resolution set of each tile
Ty An A specific resolution and its transcoding cost
o, Cs Computing capacities of macro BS and small BSs
T A set of the time-slotted system
dn Downlink bandwidth of the n-th BS
~™ Index of the multicast decision for n-th BS
Q A joint set of the indexes for multicast decision
Yt A multicast policy of the nf-th BS
T A transcoding policy of the nf-th BS
H, + [t] A set of wireless channel state of the nf-th BS at t
u = multicast cluster for the j-th resolution of the i-th
(vi, fj,5n) content in the n-th BS.
ho[t] A transmission identifier for multicast cluster u at ¢
Xut] Playback buffer of the cluster v at ¢
Xu The average value of buffer-nadir for all clusters
T Upper bound of the buffer level
v Feasible region of the policy
[ Auxiliary value
P Services probability from different nodes (MBS, SBS)
T () Total transmission cost of all BSs
Ao, B Weights of resource cost for different type of nodes
qult] Virtual queue-length of multicast cluster u at ¢
The weight value of virtual queue update

italic symbols as scalars. Lowercase italics bold type and
uppercase italics typo to indicate vectors and sets, respec-
tively. Uppercase, italics bold fonts represent matrices. The
tarefnotations lists all mathematical notations used in this

paper.

3.1 MEC-DC Framework

Fig. 3 illustrates the MEC-DC framework for live VR con-
tent delivery in a 5G HetNet environment. The framework
considers multiple types of nodes, including a live VR
content provider 3, a set of viewer clusters V, a macro-
cell based station (MBS) sg and N small-cell based stations
(SBS), denoted by S; = {s1,...,sn}. SBSs are uniformly
distributed over MBS’s range and connect to MBS with
optical fibers, whose bandwidth capacities are denoted by
Bs = {b1,...,bn }. First, we give some general assumptions.
We assume that MBS is connected to the live VR platform
via a by bandwidth backhaul link and can communicate to
all viewers over HetNet, while SBSs can only be associated
to viewers in their coverage area [46]. For simplicity, we
assume that the coverage between SBSs, and the operating
frequencies of MBS and SBSs are non-overlapping [46]. In
other words, the users can access at most one SBS at a time,
but can be served concurrently by both MBS and SBSs.

The proposed MEC-DC system considers three stages,
namely cooperative processing, cooperative delivering and
buffer evolution. During cooperative processing, the VR
content providers continuously generate and upload orig-
inal live VR streams to the delivery system. Afterwards,
the system processes the multiple VR live streaming to
tile-based content, and delivers them to MBS and SBSs.
Additionally, MBS further manages all base stations and
assigns processing tasks, such as video transcoding, to SBSs.
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BSs, from the set S = 59 U S, process the assigned tasks
cooperatively and deliver the transcoded tiles of appropriate
resolutions to the users according to their FoVs and con-
figurations. Once the tiles arrive at the users’ sides, the
client stitches the received tiles into sphere frames and then
video segments. During cooperative delivery, BSs transmit
the tile-based VR content to the users via multicast. Ad-
ditionally, users can directly communicate with each other
using D2D communications. In the MEC-DC framework,
MBS, as a controller, is responsible for global data delivery
scheduling in units of tiles. MBS determines its transmission
strategy first, then for SBS, and third, it enhances the data
delivery by using D2D communications. Finally, in order to
address the synchronization of user playback, we consider
and model the buffer level evolution of each user with time.
Buffering occurs when the user retrieves all the tiles for a
frame and completes the stitching process. In the following
subsection, we provide more details about the model.

We consider a live VR content library consisting of
C different live VR pieces of content denoted by V =
{v1,v2,...,vc}. We assume that the popularity of content
follows Zipf’s distribution [47, 48] with popularity exponent
& and that the MEC-DC system processes 360 degree videos
with equirectangular projection. Thus, each VR video can be
further divided into multiple rectangular tiles, as shown in
the cooperatively processing part of Fig. 3. We define that
each piece of content has M number of tiles and each tile
has K different resolutions, denoted as F = { f1, fo, ..., fK }.
We define the highest representation as f; and the lowest
as fk, so we have f1 > fo > > fk. According to
[9, 10], we assume that each tile of the streamed source
can be transcoded to multiple versions and define A, as the
transcoding cost of version fj,, where h € {1,2,..., K}. We
express the MBS and SBSs computing resources which can
be used for video transcoding as c¢g and Cs = {c1, ¢2,...,cN },
respectively. Due to the resource limitation of edge nodes,
BSs can only support a certain amount of transcoding work-
load. When the edge nodes are fully loaded, they need to
access the target version of tiles from the upper server (i.e.,
cloud servers of the live VR system) via the backhaul link.

3.2 Buffer Evolution Model

Before presenting the buffer evolution model, we make
some preliminary assumptions. We consider a discrete-
time system with slots 7 = {0, 1,...,T}. At each time slot,
BSs will jointly decide the multicast policy and adjust the
offloading strategy. Without loss of generality, we assume
that the downlink bandwidth of the n-th BS is d,, and that
BS can process the assigned tasks within their computing
capabilities ¢,,. We assume that b, > d,,, n € {0,1,2,..., N},
which means backhaul link is not the bottleneck for the live
VR delivery system.

In live VR services, the different viewers” FoVs are also
diverse, often with overlapping areas and distinct view-
ports. The buffer evolution presented in Fig. 3 shows an
example of three viewers with different FoVs. As it can
be seen, the overlapping FoV areas of viewers include
the tiles {vy4, vs5, V10, V11, V12 }, and multicast clusters can be
formed according to these tiles. For brevity, we define {2 =
{(vs, fj,sn)| vi €V, f; € F, s, € S} as the joint set of in-
dexes for different multicast clusters and use u = (v;, f;, $»)
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to represent the cluster for the j-th resolution of the ¢-th
video tile in the n-th BS. We use a bool variable 7;; to
indicate whether the n-th BS will multicast the video tiles
v; of resolution f;. Hence, we can express the n'-th BS

multicast policy v,,+ as an index vector:
Ynt = (u € {0,1} 1w € Q1)

where (1,,+ represents the set of all the multicast clusters in

the BS n'. Besides, we define m,,+ as the transcoding policy
of the nf-th BS and use the binary variable 7, u € Q, to
indicate whether the transcoding tasks for multicast cluster
u are deployed in the n'-th BS. Therefore, we can express the
transcoding policy of the n'-th BS as the following vector:

Tt = (M € {0,1} 1w € Q1)

Considering tiled live VR services, we use H,i[t] =
{hu, [t], hu,[t], ...} to denote the vector of the multicast
clusters within the nf-th BS coverage at time ¢, where h,,[t]
identifies whether the tile being sent to the multicast cluster
u at time ¢ is the last tile of the latest video segment provided
by BS during one time-slot transmission. Thus, we assume
that the identifier h,[t] has two states, YES and NO. When
h.[t] is in YES state at t, h,[t] = 1, otherwise h,[t] = 0. Thus,
one buffering process for the multicast cluster u occurs at
time ¢, if and only if v, [t]h.[t] = 1.

In addition, we define x,[t] as the remaining playback
buffer of the multicast cluster u at time ¢. The evolution
of xu[t] is shown in Fig. 4. Buffer x,[t] increases to 7
upon a successful transmission, and decreases by 1 in every
slot in which there is not any successful activation. Note
that the platforms need to wait for the next segment to be
generated by broadcasters. The average sending rate of the
video is always less than or equal to the average generation
rate of VR content in long-term perspective. However, the
generation rate of live streaming depends on elapsed time,
which means live streaming services have maximum buffer
charging. In other words, the receiver can only receive the
most recent video content produced by the content provider.
Thus, we assume that one successful transmission can fill

the user buffer with 7 units, without video segment loss.
The value of x,[t] is updated as follows:

Xult] =1 u[tlha[t] =0 (1a)
T—1 Yult]hult] =1 (1b)

where X, [t] represents the buffer for the users of multicast
cluster u and ~,[t]h,[t] = 1 means that the cluster receives
the VR content successfully. Note that when a user suffers a
segment loss during one slot transmission, the user’s buffer
size increases by an amount less than 7. This indicates that
the user’s network condition cannot support the current
resolution of tiled VR video, and the user will automati-
cally switch to a lower bitrate multicast cluster. The buffer
evolution equation can be rewritten as follows:

Xult + 1] = Xult] = 1+ (7 = Xu[t])yu[t]hult] )

When the multicast is successful, the corresponding
playback buffer will be charged to 7. We name buffer-
nadir as the value of the extreme point before each charge.
The positions of the buffer-nadir points are shown with red
dots in Fig. 4. In this example, the x,[t] can be a negative
value to indicate that the playback buffer is empty. When
the playback buffer is empty, the video player can stop the
video playback, displaying a static image. This procedure is
called video playback freeze [49]. Therefore, we can define
the average value of buffer-nadir for multicast cluster u as:

E [ 215 xalthvafhalt]]
E (215 vultlhalt]

where E(-) is the expectation. We can define the average
buffer-nadir of the total system as ¥ = >, Xu. The next sec-
tion will introduce the problem formulation. Note that we
set the objective to buffer-nadir maximization rather than
latency minimization, as performed by other researchers, for
instance in[33, 50]. This is as the overall goal is maximization
of viewer QoE and not optimization of delivery QoS levels
for VR live streaming services. Research [44] has shown
that video playback freezes caused by empty buffers are
noticed more by viewers and annoys them more than slight
latency increases. Authors of [44] collected over 400,000

xu[t+1}:{

,u € 3)

I
=l
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YouTube viewing records, and their data analysis shows
that rebuffering is viewer QoE most important impact factor.
Another investigation [45] also demonstrated that a buffer-
based adaptation solution for remote distribution of video
services performed better than a conventional approach and
is more flexible [33, 50].

4 PROBLEM FORMULATION

This section presents the formulation of the cooperative
multicast scheduling as a buffer-nadir maximization prob-
lem. We further discuss the resource consumption of task
allocation for heterogeneous edge networks and formulate
the multicast-aware transcoding offloading problem.

4.1 Buffer-Nadir Maximization Multicast

Before introducing the problem formulation, we first confine
our discussion to a reasonable scope. We consider that our
policy is consistent with the following assumption:

U={y|Ist.7>xu(y) >0, Vt>0,ucQ} 4

This equation implies that we only consider the policy ~
that makes the average buffer-nadir of each channel not less
than a positive value 6, where 0 < ¢ < 7. This restriction
limits our policy to the set which can provide effective live
VR services for viewers. Based on this, we give an essential
lemma that is always true for policy v € ¥ and present the
proof in Appendix A.

Lemma 1. For all the policies «y that belong to W, the following
equation is satisfied:
1
Xu=T— : 1 T—_1 ()
i supy o B [+ 570" valt]huft]

where u € €.

In addition, we assume that MBS has global information
about all viewers’ requests and divides users according to
their requested tiles. The users with requests for the same
tile will be grouped into one multicast cluster. Further, we
consider the multicast cluster as the basic unit to discuss
the problem formulation and we focus on the buffer-nadir
maximization problem for the policy space ¥. During live
VR delivery, increasing the buffer-nadir avoids the playback
freeze and improves viewer QoE. Thus, we define the opti-
mal buffer-nadir as x* = max,cw X(7v) and our goal is to
maximize Y(7) without violating the resource constraints.

ublication/redistribution requires IEEE
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Therefore, the average buffer-nadir maximization problem
can be formulated as follows:

Max Z Yu

u€e

(6a)

s.t. liminf E
T—00

1 T-1
=3 %[ﬂhum] > G ueQ ()
t=0

where ¢,, is the auxiliary value of multicast cluster u. We
can derive (6b) and ﬁ < ¢, < 1based on (3), 4), (5). We
note that the condition implied by eq. (1) indicates that one
successful transmission can only replenish the user buffer
size to T at most. Since our objective function is to maximize
the buffer-nadir of all users equally, the benefit of filling the
buffer for different users is related to their instant buffer
size. In other words, servicing a user whose buffer is about
to run out is better than a user whose buffer is almost
full. Therefore, our goal is to balance buffer size between
different users, avoid having viewers’ buffers empty, and
address the time-shift problem.

4.2 Multicast-Aware Transcoding Offloading Problem

Since MBS can obtain global information and serve all
viewers, it acts generally as the central controller in a cell
[51]. In the system, MBS makes its own decision first, and
then schedules the resources of SBSs to provide services
to viewers. We define the service probability P = {polt],
Dt (7ot [t]), pr(mn[t]) } for the clusters of n-th BS with differ-
ent sources (MBS, n-th SBS and remote servers) that satisfy
polt] + pn(mn[t]) + pr(7,[t]) = 1. Because we assumed that
the backhaul bandwidth was always abundant (b,, > d) in
the previous section, the multicast policy of the n-th BS v, [t]
is independent, with offloading strategy 7,[t]. Thus, the
total transmission cost of all BSs can be written as follows:

T
Ta(m) =3 3 ult] (bl (malt]) + Bupe (malt])) - @)

t=0 ue,

where o, and (3, are the weight factors of bandwidth cost
from base station and remote server, respectively. Intuitively,
access content from remote servers has the highest resource
consumption 3, which is indicated a,, < 3.

The first term «a,,p), (7, [t]) on the right-hand side of Eq.
(7) represents the local multicast consumption of the n-th
BS under policy m,[t] and p,(my[t]) = pn(mult]) + polt]-
In other words, the first term consists of two parts: cost
of the transmission from MBS and from SBS, respectively.
The second term f,p, (7, [t]) includes the transmission cost
of multicast and acquisition cost of VR content from the
remote server. We consider the local multicast as a two-step
process. In each slot, MBS multicasts the video segments
with priority, then SBSs deliver the content to their local
clusters. Hence, the expressions of services’ probability for
SBS n are:

_ 0, mu[t] =0 (8a)
)= {70 0T e

Similarly, we have the probability p, of the remote server:

4
o[t

pr(mult]) = 1= polt] = pu(mult]), ©)
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This equation means that when the n-th SBS has the VR
content demanded by multicast cluster u, i.e., m,[t] = 1, the
probability p, (m,[t]) of the cluster user u of being served
by the n-th SBS is equal to 1 — pg[t]. Otherwise, py, (7, [t])
is equal to 0 and the remote server will serve the cluster u
with probability 1 — po[t] — py, (7 [t]).

The Multicast-aware transcoding offloading problem de-
termines the offloading policy for all BSs that minimize
the expected resource cost in the whole period. Thus, the
problem can be formalized as follows:

Min J(m) =Y |3 D7 Aamult] + T (malt]) | (10a)

n=0 \t=0ueQ,
st Y Amy[t] < cn, Vsn €8 (10b)
ue,
> auyult] < b, Vsp €S (10¢)
ue,

where A}, is the weight factor and the first term of the
objective function >/, > ueq, MuTult] is the transcoding
cost of the n-th BS. The constraints from eq. (10b) ensure that
the transcoding workload of the n-th BS will not exceed the
capacity. Eq. (10c) indicates that the transmission bandwidth
cannot exceed the link capacity.

Lemma 2. We define transcoding priority as ,[t] =
Buzaw)ulll 4, Q,, and the n-th BS only needs to transcode
the content that satisfies the following inequation:

1
t| >
vuli] 2 1 —po
BSs prefer to transcode the content with higher ), [t], which often
results in a lower cost-effectiveness ratio.

(11)

The proof of Lemma 2 is shown in Appendix B.

5 JOINT OPTIMIZATION ALGORITHMS

This section first discusses the joint optimization problem of
multicast and transcoding offloading. Afterwards, in order
to solve the problem, we design two algorithms, which iter-
atively optimize the multicast scheduling and transcoding
allocation in a decentralized fashion.

5.1 Optimization of Multicast and Task Offloading

This sub-section presents the optimal solution of multicast
and task offloading. Inspired by [52], we first provide the
optimal buffer-nadir solution, which is called the h-only
policy. In the 5G HetNets, the wireless channel state for
different multicast cluster is often stochastic and equivalent.
Since the arrival of viewer request is i.i.d. with respect to
time ¢, the transmission process ¥[t]h[t] is also i.i.d. across
time ¢+ under the policy v € W. We denote ¢ as the ex-
pectation of the stochastic process ~[t]h[t]. Thus, according
to Lemma 1, we rewrite the buffer-nadir maximization
problem from eq. (6a) as follows:

1
Mi —
in Z - (12a)
ue)
1 T-1
s.t. imsupE | — wltlhylt]| > ey, u € Q) 12b
m sup T;H] H} (12b)

ublication/redistribution requires IEEE

8

where €, = E [y, [t]hy][t]]- Because the optimality of the h-
only policy is only influenced by ¢, and we can achieve the
d-optimal solution (12) by following the steps of theorem 4.5
in [52], where ¢ is an arbitrarily small value, but greater than
zero. We denote the h-only policy v* as the optimal solution
for the multicast problem Miny_, ., €57 !

Next, we consider the optimal transcoding policy 7*.
If we fix the optimal multicast policy +; of the n-th BS,
the corresponding transcoding priority ¢, (t) is also deter-
mined. We denote 1}, as the transcoding priority of the n-
th BS under policy «;;. Based on Lemma 2, we give the
optimal transcoding strategy 7 as follows. Each BS will
search the combination of transcoding tasks with maximum
Y ueq, Mutult] under the resource constraints from eq.
(10b). This combination ensures minimal resource cost of
each BS. Since the consumption of each BS is independent,
the above mechanism is the optimal offloading decision 7.
However, the problem is a typical 0-1 knapsack problem,
which is NP-Hard. Obtaining the optimal solution to such
a problem is often impractical. Therefore, it is necessary to
design a lightweight algorithm to solve it.

5.2 Multicast-aware Transcoding Offloading Algorithm

We now design a policy that solves the joint optimiza-
tion problem of multicast from eq. (6a) and transcoding
offloading from eq. (10a). Based on our previous analysis,
the buffer-nadir optimization is only determined by the
multicast decision and the cost consumption is influenced
by both multicast and transcoding offloading. However,
excessive playback freezes (x[t] < 0) are often less accept-
able compared to increased cost consumption for live VR
services. Thus, we give priority to the effect of buffer-nadir
optimization in the design of the algorithm, and further
reduce the total cost consumption through task offloading.
We introduce the proposed joint optimization algorithm of
multicast and task offloading (MATO) in Algorithm 1.
Algorithm 1 is deployed at the base station side. We
first select the condition parameters. For the iteration phase,
according to the differential coverage and problem domain,
we divide it into two steps in two parts which are the upper
step (MBS) and the lower step (SBSs). Each step includes
schedule decisions and offloading decisions. At the begin-
ning of every slot, MBS will make the decisions first. MBS
observes the current virtual queue-length of each cluster
and selects the multicast cluster u with the maximum queue
backlog based on eq. (13). Then, according to the cluster
u requirements, MBS multicasts the tiles of the VR video
to the users who have the most pressing needs for video
buffering. To quantify the degree of urgency for buffering,
we introduce a new mathematical concept denoted virtual
queue q[t] as in eq. (15). The virtual queue decreases by
~[t]h[t] after the viewer downloads a new video segment,

alt]
constant. Note that we set the queue growth as

and increases by \/I in each time-slot where V' is a weight
\/% for
two reasons: 1) the queue growth needs to be less than the
expected dequeue rate E[y[t]h[t]]. 2) we need to construct
a square term to simplify the inequality of Lyapulov’s
function during the proof of Theorem 1 in Appendix C.

In addition, SBS needs to decide the multicast strategy
“r according to eq. (14) in the lower layer. Different from the
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Algorithm 1: MATO Algorithm

1 /*Algorithm processed in bases station side*/
Input:
Choose the condition numbers «,,, 3, and \,;
while t € 7 do

2
3 Set ¢}, = ¢, and b}, = by, Vs, € soJSs.
4 foreach Base station s,, € so|JSs do
5 /*multicast decisions:*/
6 if s then
7
Yolt] = argmaxq,ft]  (13)
vEW
8 else if s,,+ € S, then
9
i) = argmax quff]  (14)
YE(¥/70)
10 end
1 /*task offloading decisions:*/
12 Sort the multicast cluster set €2,,+ in
descending order of ,[t], get %,
13 foreach multicast cluster u € Qflﬂ do
14 if 1, [t] satisfies Lemma 2 and c]; > X\,
then
15 Offload the transcoding task to s,,+;
16 Setcl, «—cy — Ay
17 end
18 end
19 Get transcoding policy 7, [t].
20 end
21 end

upper layer, the feasible space of SBSs is 7%, which means
that the multicast tile set of MBS and SBS are mutually-
exclusive. In the task offloading decision, n-th BS sorts the
multicast cluster of set €2, in descending order of 1, [t]. The
central MBS will assign the tile transcoding tasks to SBSs
in a greedy manner. When a user requests a specific tile,
and BS does not transcode it, BS fetches it via backhaul and
delivers it to the users. Afterwards, BS removes the allocated
transcoding task that does not satisfy Lemma 2.

According to the algorithm description, MATO includes
two parts: (1) multicast decisions and (2) task offloading de-
cisions. In the first part, the base station selects the multicast
policy that maximizes the virtual queue g, [t] . According to
the definition from section 3.2, policy v, [t] needs to decide
the multicasting content and the corresponding resolution.
Assuming the total number of VR content items and the
number of resolutions are C' and K respectively, the com-
plexity of the multicast decision is O(CK). The complexity
of the second part of the algorithm is similar to that of
multicast decision. Offloading policy is also close related
to the amount of transcoding content and its resolution, the
complexity is also O(CK).

5.3 Crowd-assisted Delivery Algorithm

The crowd-assisted delivery and bitrate adaptive process are
described in Algorithm 2. This is deployed at the user side.
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For each multicast cluster u, we choose the parameters and
set the initial value of the buffer-nadir and the virtual queue-
length to 0. Based on the multicast process, the multicast
cluster will update the virtual queue-length ¢, [t] based on
eq. (15), where [-]7! = max{-,1}. Since viewers’ devices
are often equipped with a FoV predictive model [12], the
required tiles have usually different resolutions and are few
seconds ahead of the tiles that the viewers are watching. We
assume that the users adopt a basic buffer-based adaptive
mechanism [45] for live VR video streaming. The user
determines the tile resolution f based on the buffer level
x[t]. In the buffer-based strategy, viewer switches to a lower
video resolution at time ¢ when x[t] is less than the cluster u
buffer level x,[t], and requires higher resolution tiles when
X[t] is greater than x,[t]. If x[t] < xu[t], the viewer suffers
the segment loss during the cluster-based multicast process,
whereas if x[t] > x.[t], the viewer has sufficient bandwidth
resources and receives enough data. The buffer-based tiled
dynamic adaptive streaming solution can be formulated as
in eq. (16). In addition, the user can also access the content
from other nodes in the multicast cluster. Therefore, when
the network condition between the user and BS is not good,
the content can also be obtained from the cluster via D2D
communications.

The theoretical optimality of our algorithms is intro-
duced in Theorem 1. Next, its distributed implementation
is discussed.

Theorem 1. The lower bound of the buffer-nadir for our algo-

rithm is ( il
V+1)Q

> X -

X2 X e v Dl

17)

where Q| is the number of multicast clusters and X* = % is the
optimal buffer-nadir which is obtained by the -only policy.

The proof of Theorem 1 is in Appendix C.

Implementation of the Algorithm: In our algorithm,
MBS needs to inform all SBSs of its multicast decision g ]
in advance, which requires a one-hop information exchange.
The multicast decisions of each BS require the virtual queue-
length information g¢[t] of every cluster within its coverage.
According to Lemma 2, the offloading decisions only need
one time-slot of local multicast decision 7[t] to calculate [t]
of each cluster. Thus, the implementation of our algorithm
is straightforward. The time complexity of our algorithm is
O(CK) in BS, where C and K represent the total number of
VR contents and resolutions, respectively.

Algorithm 2 is performed at the user device side and
there are two steps for each cluster: (1) virtual queue update
and (2) crowd-assisted unicast delivery. In the first step, the
virtual queue updates once per time slot based on eq. (15), so
the complexity is O(1) . During the unicast delivery process,
each viewer has to search for which node has the content it
demands. Assuming the total number of viewer nodes is U
, the maximum number of nodes that need to be searched in
the worst case is U — 1 and therefore, the complexity of the
unicast delivery is O(U — 1).

In our solution, the multicast decision in eq. (13) and eq.
(14) requires the queue-length information of every cluster
within its coverage. The queue update process in each user
device also requires the multicast decision according to eq.
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Algorithm 2: Crowd-assisted Delivery Algorithm

1 /*Algorithm proceed in user device side*/
Input:
Choose the condition numbers V and T;
For each multicast cluster u. we set the initial virtual
queue-length ¢, [0] = 1 and buffer x,[0] =0, u € Q.

2 whilet € T do

3 foreach multicast cluster u € ,,;+ do

4 /*virtual queue update ¢, [t]*/

5
+1

[t +1] { 1] Tl [t1hult]

(15)

6 foreach viewer in multicast cluster u do

7 /*Buffer-based adaptive streaming:*/

8 Change the resolution f[t] of tiles based

on the viewer’s buffer size x[t]:
B Jlicys X[t < xult] (16a)
fle+1= { friennx, x[t] = xult] (16b)

The viewer switches its multicast cluster
by updating f[t + 1] to MBS.

9 /*Crowd-assisted unicast delivery:*/
10 if Neighbor nodes have demand tiles or
higher-resolution version then

1 Request demand content from
neighbor nodes by D2D
communication;

12 else

13 ‘ Request the content from BSs;

14 end

15 end

16 end

17 end

TABLE 2

Bandwidth Requirement and Transcoding Cost

1080p 720p

resolution 60fps 1080p 60fps 720p  480p  360p
bandwidth

(Mbps) 5.86 4.45 2.75 1.93 1.10 0.52
vCPU usage 454%  333%  210% 142%  81.6%  50.5%

(15). Therefore, algorithm 1 and algorithm 2 are inter-related
and influence each other.

6 PERFORMANCE EVALUATION

This section first introduces the experimental scenario and
parameter settings. Then, numerical results when employ-
ing our algorithm are analysed. Numerical results prove
the validity of Theorem 1. Finally, we evaluate the service
performance and cost consumption of our algorithm by
comparing it with three state-of-the-art solutions [7], [31]
and [38].
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6.1 Experimental Setup and Datasets

To evaluate the performance of our proposed method, first
we carried out a series of numerical simulations. In these
simulations, we consider a two-layer HetNet structure in a
1000*2000m2 scenario with 1000 viewers, which includes a
remote cloud server (CS), a MBS, and 10 SBSs with uniform
distribution. We assume that the movement behavior of
mobile nodes follows the Random Way Point (RWP) model,
which is a general mobility model used in mobile network
research [47, 48] The square is divided into 10 equal regions,
and in each square region, there is a SBS at its center.
For each region, we deploy one SBS, where the SBS in
that region is connected to MBS via a backhaul link with
1.0 Gbps. We assume MBS can access all viewers in the
scenario and SBSs can serve the users within its square
coverage. In addition, MBS is connected to the remote cloud
server via a backhaul link. The total number of VR library
entries is set to 40. The popularity of the content follows a
Zipf-distribution. We consider that the resolution of the VR
video source is 8K (7680*4320) and each tile is a full HD
video (1920%1080), thus in our simulation each VR video
is stitched from 4x4 full HD tiles. According to [53], for
tiled VR video, we consider each tile has six resolutions
and set up the transcoding expense A and transmission
consumption « of different resolutions. The Table 2 results
are measured with an Amazon Web Services instance and
a Twitch’s official tool. The playback duration of a segment
is set to 7 = 15 and simulation time is 7 = 10* time-slot.
The rest of parameters are set as follows: C' = 40, d = 1.0
Gbps, ., = 3au, ¢o = 500 and ¢; = 200, ¢ € [1, N]. Second,
in order to evaluate the service performance of our solution,
especially the synchronization, we conducted a system-level
evaluation in a prototype based on two real-world user
viewpoint datasets [43, 54]. Furthermore, we illustrate some
essential details of these two datasets and show how they
contribute to our experiments as follows.

e 360° Video Viewing Dataset [43]: The authors pro-
vide a dataset which contains both content data and
sensor data. The content data includes saliency maps
and motion maps of the VR video. The sensor data
includes head positions and orientations trace of 50
viewers which is collected by HMD sensors.

o Head Tracking Dataset for Spherical VR [54]: The
authors present the head trajectories of 48 users as
they watched 18 different videos from 5 categories.
The dataset records users’ head orientations, users’
head movement in each session, and impressive
targets of each user in the VR video. Based on the
dataset, the authors further present the users’ actual
viewport which reveals similar viewing behaviours
among different users watching the same VR content.

In our prototype-based experiment, we used the head
tracking data as user requests to drive our experiment.
The data reflects the user FoV and we let the prototype
system transmit a high-resolution FoV and a low-resolution
background for each individual.

We set the video to start playing when the buffer size
reaches 7. First, we evaluate two performance metrics under
different V' values:. (1) average virtual queue-length ¢[t]
(AVQ). (2) the average buffer-nadir (ABN) evolution. Then,
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we test the QoS performance in terms of the following three
metrics. (1) Average Throughput (AT): the average bitrate of
successful message delivery over a communication channel.
(2) Average Delay (AD): the average latency for data to
travel across the network from one communication end-
point to another. (3) Resources Consumption: the resource
cost (i.e., bandwidth and CPU usage) for transmission and
video transcoding. Additionally, QoE was assessed in terms
of the following three metrics: (1) Playback Freeze Ratio
(PFR) is defined as the ratio between the playback freeze
time and the total video playback time and reflects a nega-
tive effect on user QoE level. (2) Start-up Latency (SL): the
delay between viewers” access to the VR video and the video
actual display. (3) Bitrate Change Ratio (BCR): the ratio of
bitrate switching occurred to the total time slot. In addition,
we also compute the overall QoE performance, which is
expressed according to [55], as follows:

QoE = U(AT) — (w,PFR + wsSL +wsBCR)  (18)

where U(-) is the rate-related utility function used in [47]
and [48] and we set witp = 6wy = 3wstp based on [44],
where tp and np are elapsed duration and change size
respectively.

6.2 Methodology and Numerical Result

We conduct some numerical studies to verify the theoret-
ical results. To drive our simulation, we set the request
generation according to a Poisson distribution and let the
viewer requests obey a Zipf distribution. We evaluate AVQ
and ABN performance under different V. Fig. 5 presents
the Average Virtual Queue-length evolution for all multicast
clusters u € Q when V =1, 2,5, and 10. We can see that the
AVQ first experiences a period of sharp increase at different
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rate and then reaches different stable values. As V increases,
the AVQ in the stable stage grows and the variation becomes
larger. The steady-state AVQ is about 3.5, 7, 15.5, and 30.1
when V is equal to 1, 2, 5, and 10, respectively. Fig. 6
shows that the ABN evolution first experiences a descent,
and then stabilizes. The stable value of ABN all converges
to 8 with different convergence rate when V' =1, 2, 5, and
10, respectively. According to Theorem 1, the corresponding
theoretical values of Average Buffer-nadir are all converge
to x* — 1 since | is usually much larger than x*. The
experimental results are consistent with the Theorem 1.
Based on £-only theory, the optimal x* is about 7.5 and
the numerical results demonstrate the correctness of the
theoretical results of our algorithms.

Fig. 7 illustrates the download delay variation of eight
concurrent users (UserID=1, 10, 25, 50, 400, 456, 892, 923)
requesting the same live VR content. We can see that our
solution has good synchronization performance since the
user delay has mainly remained under control between the
8.5 and 9 time-slot. Synchronization is especially important
for immersive and interactive experiences in multi-user
scenarios. Further, we provide the average throughput (AT)
variation of different users in Fig. 8. As we can see, the
curves first experience a rapid increase and then reach a
plateau. In addition, the average throughput of all users
(except UserID = 1) converges to about 32Mbps. Combining
Fig. 7 and 8, the download delays of the users with different
average throughput are almost equal, indicating that our
solution provided proximal latency performance for users
with different throughput.

Fig. 9-12 reveals more details of our solution numerical
results including buffer size variation, FoV resolution evolu-
tion, and resources cost (transmission cost (TC) and comput-
ing consumption (CC)) of different base stations. From Fig.
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9 and 10, we can observe the buffer size variation and FoV
resolution evolution of four users (UserID=10, 25, 456, and
892). The buffer evolution of different users is regular, and
the buffer-nadir values keep above 5. And even if the users
have different representation of FoV range, our solution still
maintains stable buffer evolution. In addition, we study the
transmission cost (in terms of bandwidth) for the different
BSs (i.e. MBS, SBSq, SBS3, SBS;). Fig. 11 illustrates that the
bandwidth associated with MBS was fully used, while SBSs
have some bandwidth use variations, which are related to
the number of accessed multicast clusters. Fig. 12 shows the
variation of computing costs for MBS and three SBSs (CPU
usage is shown in Table 2). The results reveal that most of
the tasks for VR processing are assigned to MBS, since MBS
has a longer period in a full load state compared with SBSs.

6.3 Evaluation using a System Prototype

We have built a spherical video streaming system based on
the open-source framework srs®. We compare the proposed
solution’s service performance and resource efficiency with
those of three state-of-art solutions called, D2D-assisted
online reinforcement learning (RL) (WoLF-PHC) [7], RL-
based adaptive bitrate solution (Pensieve) [38], and MEC-
assisted joint caching and computing (MEC-JCC)[31].

5. https:/ /github.com/ossrs/srs
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WOoLF-PHC : the authors consider a time-slot system
and define the system state as the relationship be-
tween users and an access point (AP) (i.e. MBS, SBSs
and others). The action state is user AP selection. The
system reward is associated with the throughput of
overall users. According to a multi-agent reinforce-
ment learning technique, the solution takes the users
as multi-agents and lets each agent make a decision
based on a joint reward function.

Pensieve : the authors proposed a RL-based adaptive
bitrate solution to optimize user QoE. They trained
a deep neural network to make video resolution se-
lections for live video services according to empirical
observations of experiences. Pensieve was adapted
to supports user FoV-based VR video service as its
ABR algorithm was used in conjunction with a FoV
prediction mechanism. We used the real user FoV
records of dataset [43] as the predicted results. There
is also a Pensieve version of DQN in Github ¢, but
it yields an improvement of just 5.38% in terms
of QoE in comparison with the original Pensieve
[38]. This limited improvement is not supported by
the significant additional effort put when deploying
such a reinforcement learning-based adaptive bitrate

6. https:/ / github.com/godka/Pensieve-PPO/tree/dqn
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algorithm for streaming of VR content.

e MEC-JCC : the authors formulate the joint caching
and computing optimization as a multiple-choice
multiple dimensional knapsack problem. The au-
thors further design an efficient greedy algorithm by
prioritizing caching and processing the VR content
with the highest reward to mobile VR devices.

The prototype topology is illustrated in Fig. 13. It in-
cludes a central server (CS), a panoramic video collector,
edge server (ES), and mobile terminals (MTs). We use two
servers (Lenovo SR550) as CS. Further, we set up multiple
Docker’” containers as ES and allocate viewers two lab
computers (Intel i7-7700k, Quad-Core 4.2Ghz/16GB and
AMD Ryzen 5 Quad-Core 3.2GHz/16GB). All nodes in
our prototype system are running on Centos 7. We use
HTTP Live Streaming (HLS) to push the VR streaming from
the collector to CS through the 5G network. When MTs
request live VR content, they need to obtain server status
from CS and decide which network to access. ES and CS
use FFmpeg® to transcode the VR tile into the demanded
resolution. We set the bandwidth capacity of CS to 100Mbps
as MBS and the ES to 100Mbps as SBS by configuring the
uplink and downlink bandwidth. In addition, we also set

7. https:/ /www.docker.com
8. https:/ /ffmpeg.org
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the maximum D2D bandwidth to 30Mbps. For convenience,
we use real FoV records [43] as the FoV prediction results to
drive the prototype-based experiments.

Fig. 14 presents prototype-based experiment results in
terms of start-up latency (SL) for different numbers of
concurrent viewers. The increasing trend of SL indicates that
the live VR system capacity is increasingly being occupied
by the live VR service with a growing number of concurrent
users. However, when compared with MEC-JCC, Pensieve,
and WoLF-PHC, our solution has the lowest SL, which
means it supports a premium viewer playback experience.
To evaluate the playback performance, we show the PFR
performance of four solutions with different numbers of
concurrent users in Fig. 15. Both Pensieve and WoLF-PHC
provide good PFR performance when there are five con-
current users. However, the PFR performance of these two
solutions sharply degraded as the number of users grew
to 15 and 10, respectively. Since these two solutions are
unicast, the average bandwidth usage of each user will
decrease sharply with the growth of concurrent users. When
the available bandwidth is not enough to support all users,
severe playback freezes will occur. Therefore, our method
can provide the best PFR performance in general.

Fig. 16 shows the bitrate change ratio (BCR) variation
of the four tested solutions with 25 concurrent viewers.
BCR curves of MATO-CAD, MEC-JCC, and WoLF-PHC go
through a quick process of growth followed by a rapid
decline and finally get stabilized over time. Pensieve’s curve
has a sharp change in the middle and then stabilizes. As
time progresses, the four solutions adjust the bitrate and
eventually reach a stable stage. Fig. 17 reveals the average
throughput (AT) achieved by the four methods over time
and can be noted how the proposed solution has significant
advantages over the others. The AT performance of MATO-
CAD is significantly higher than those of Pensieve and
WoLF-PHC by about 50% and 18% , respectively. Although
the performance of MEC-JCC is comparable to our solution
in the first 80s, there is a rapid degradation for MEC-JCC in
the last 20s.

In addition, we also provide details of bitrate change
and a comprehensive QoE performance assessment. Fig. 18
shows the number of users that retrieve certain quality lev-
els of each tile for the four tested solutions. Six resolutions
are considered, as presented in Table 2. The brighter the
color in the figure is, the higher is the number of users
accessing the video with this representation. Clearly, in both
MATO-CAD and MEC-JCC cases, more users can retrieve
the video tiles with a higher bitrate given the brighter color
in the space for resolutions 5 and 6. Besides, the large bright
area in WoLF-PHC also implies there are not smooth play-
backs for clients using WoLF-PHC, which confirms the BCR
results illustrated in Fig. 16. In addition, although Pensieve
can provide users with a stable resolution, its strategy is
conservative, so the video quality accessed by users is the
worst. We also provide a comparison of the four solutions in
terms of QoE performance based on eq. (19) in Fig. 19. The
integrated QoE scores of all the benchmark methods varies
a lot before it stabilizes. However,the proposed approach
has the highest stable value when compared with the other
three methods and provides users with the best viewing
experience in the given context.
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7 CONCLUSION AND FUTURE WORK

This paper introduces the MEC-DC framework which em-
ploys a novel buffer-based evolution model for live VR
services in a 5G-HetNet and a novel buffer-based multicast
scheme to support high-quality services. By considering the
dynamic nature of the mobile network and time-sensitive
demand, we formulate the multicast-aware task offloading
(MATO) problem as a constrained optimization and devise
a joint optimization of data scheduling and task offloading
algorithm to achieve high-quality and cost-efficient services.
The paper presents both theoretical and trace-driven ex-
perimental results to demonstrate the correctness of the
proposed solution and show its advantages in terms of
throughput, latency, and cost consumption in comparison
with other state-of-art solutions. In future work, the issue
of user clustering and FoV prediction will be studied to
make the solution more comprehensive. Furthermore, we
will consider more generalized scenarios, including multi-
ple macro-cells.
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